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_~~ DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MINUTES OF PRESS CONFERENCE HELD BY
MAJOR GENERAL JOHN A. SAMFORD
DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE, U. S. AIR FORCH H?{ i
20 July. 1952 - L4:00 p. m. - Room 3E-869, The Pentapon i & ‘

Participating: Major Gencral Roger M. Ramey
| S Director of Operations, USAF

Colonel Donald L. Bower, Technical Analysis
Division, Alr Tuchnical Intelligence Center

Cnptain Roy L. -James, Hlectronies Branch,
Alr Technicanl Intelligence Center

Captain Edward J. Ruppelt, Aerial Phenome=on
Branch, Alr Technlenl Intelligence Center

Mr. Burgeyne L. aritfing, Blectrontces Dranch,
Adr Technicnl Intellligence Conter

MR. 9CHOOLEY: Ladies and gentlemen, let me remind
"the military thrt, while they are welcome here, this 1s n
presg conference snd let's be sure thot the pross 1o all
sonted before the conference Yegino. '

Let me intreduce General Samford, alr Force Director
of Intelligence, nnd General Rumey, Dircetor of Operattionn,
General Samford.

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I think the plan is to have
very brief opening remarks and then sk for vuch quuestionc na
you may want to put to us for dlscussion nnd nnswer.  In s
far as openlng remarks 1is conoerned, T Just went to state our
reason for coxcern about this..

The Alr Force feels a very definite obligution to
fdentify and analyze things that happen in the air that mey
have in them menace to the United Stnates nnd, becnuse of thnt

feeling of obligation and our pursuit of thnt interest, since :
1947, we have an actlyity that wos known one time ns Project ;f
Saucer and now, as part of another more stnble and integrated. —
orgnnizntion, hnve undertaken to enalyze between g thousand £
Y
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and two thBusand reports dealing with this area. And out of
that mrss of reports that we've receilved we've been nble to
tnke things which were originally unidentifiecd and dispose of
them to our satisfaction in terms of bulk where we came to the
conclusion that these things were either friendly aireraft
erroneously recognized or reported, hoaxes, quite o few of
those, electronic and meteorologicnl phenomenonn of one sort
or anether, light aberrations, and many other things.

However, therc have remained o percentage of this
total, in the order of twenty per cent of the reports, that
have come from credible observers of relatively incredible
things. And because of these things not being possible for
ug to move nlong nnd associnte with the kind of things that
ve've found can be nssocinted with the bulk of thesc reports,
we keep en belng concerncd about them.

However, I'd like to say that the difficulty with
digposing of these reports 1is largely besed upen the lrck of
any atandord measurement or any nbility to measure these things
which have been reported bricfly hy some, more claborntely hy
others, but with no mensuring devicoes thet crn convert the
thing or the iden or the phenomenon into semething that becomes
manageable an mnterinl for any kind of analysis that we know.
We toke some of these things cnd woe try to get the best pro-
fessional ndvice, if we can, from them, nbout them, anl wo're
in much the same poaition of trylng to dbring to the good honest
workmen of science n plece of miterial thit hns no utility
becauwse 1t dousn't have the kind of measurements on it that he
can use,  And, 6s 1 eonscquence, he has to roject these things
and any, "Until you cnn bring me somcthing more substuntinl

than thnt, I can't muke any progress.,”

So our need, renlly, 1a to get the mensurcement value
on these and, in the Interim, lacking cufficlent mensure of
these things to make thém amenable to real analysis, we hoye
to say that our real Interest in this projeet is not onu of
intellectunl curiosity but is In trying to estublish nnd
appraisc the poasibility of o mennce te the Unlted States,

And we coan say, as of now, that there has been no pattern that
revenls anything remotcly like purpose or remotely like con-

‘gistency that we can in any wny associntoe with any mennce to

the United States.

Now, we do want to continue in thc interests of
intellectunl curloaity or the contributions tm be made to .
sclentific measurements, but our main interecst s going to
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have to contiﬁﬁgﬁin the problem of secing whether the thing

have possibility of hurt to the United States, nni our prc:cnt
dilemma of lack of measurement that cen be turned to nnalysis
nnd a complete lack of pattern in any of thesc things which
gives any clue to possible purpose or possible use, leaves us

1q gone dilemma as to what we can 4o nbout this rxmnining twenty
per cont of -unidentified phenomens.

The volume of repcrting 1s related to many things.
We know that reports of this kind go bnck to Biblicnl times.
There have been flurries of them in various conturies, 1846
seems to have hed a time when there was quite a flurry of re-
porting of this kind. Our current serics of reports goes
bnck, genernlly; to 1946 in which things of this kind werc
reported in Sweden.

There are many reasons why thils volume gees up end
down, but we can't help but telicve that, currently, one of the
rcasons for volume is thot mun is dolng o greet deal more,
There's more man-made nctivity in the air now thon there was,
certainly, in Biblicel times or in 184A. TIn ndditlen to thlf
our opportunitics te ohaerve have boen enhnnced grently.

The difficult part of {t, ns Mmr a1 advanceing thoe
program 1s concerned, 1s that our ati{lity to mensurce doecsn't
scem to have advanced In iy, wny as well ns our opportunity
to observe nand the greater recurrence of more disturbing things
of this sert that are actunlly in.cxistence from man-made air
participition thut we know ubout.. :

So our present coursc of action 1s te continue on this
problem with the best of our.wbility, gilving teo 1t the attention
that we feel it very definitely warrants in terms of identifying
adequately the growing or posaible or disa ppearing, if 1t turns
out to be that, mennce to tho United Steates.to glve it ndequate
nttention but net frxntic attention.

Now, I think with those opening remarks I could invite
questions. Question, yes, air?

THE PRESS: Have there becn more than one radar sighting
simultancously -- that i3, blips from several stntions all con-
centrating on the same arean? ,

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORE: You mean in the past?

THER PRESS:'MXQS, air.



LwtIUR GENERAL SAMFORD: Yes. That 1is not an unusual
thing to happen to this sequence at all,  FPhenomenon has
prosed from one radar to another and with a falr degree of
certeinty that it was the same phenomenon. To say that there
have been simultaneous sightings, the same thing by different
radar, I think that we could be quite surc that that has
occurred cimultancously. Now, when we talk nbout down to the
split sccond, T don't know, but simultancously in time sut’-
ficient for us to argue that there've been two mechanicnl
obgcervations of the same thing.

THR PRESS: Enough to glve you o fix sé that you can
be sure thet it 48 right in a certnin place? ‘

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD:;  That is most rare,
THE FRESS:; Has there boon any?

MAJOR COENTRAL SAMFORD: Most rare. I don't recnll
that we have had one that pives us that kind of an effect,

THE PRICG: Could thret be due to 1onized clouds?

. 3
MAJOR GRNERAL SAMIORD:  There are thoughts thet
tonized clouda do hive some Influcence on thias., We do know
that the thundurstorm nctivity Lo quite nicoly identifinble
by radar becnause we use the radar for the purposes of avolding
thunderatorus nnd we do have some thet show the storm aren
thet's coming -In towards princlpal stations where protection
18 necesenry In terms of high winds ond thunderstorms,

CTHE TRECS:  IHow much money would you sny the Alr
Torce spends o year tracking down these flying suucer reportn?

MAJOR GENFRAL SAMFORD: Well, the cnergy that's going
into 1% 2t the preoont time 1 outside of anything except the
normal reporting procedures. Most of ~ur reports ceme {rom
individuals or, we might say, I think, on the order of sixty-odd
per cent comea from the civilian populatlon straight out. 1
think there might be something like cight per cent come {rom
civil airlines pilots. You might find that another percentage,
in the order of twenty-five, mipght come from military pllots,
Axdthe effort to further apnlyze them and profit in golng after
that in o big way 13 going to have in some way to be relnted to
n standard measurcment that:makes this. mtérial for workmen to
work on.



THE PRE3S: General, have you talked to your Alr
Intelligence Officer who 15 over nt the National Alrport when
they werc'dighting all these bandits on the CAA scrcen?

| MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: .Yes, oir; I have.

THE_PRESS: .And have you talked to the Andrews Ficld
people whe apparently sav the same thing?.

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I haven't talked to them
myself, but others have, :

THE PRESS: Well, could you give us an account of
what they d1d see and what cxplanntion you might attach to 1%

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Well, T could discuss pos-
sibllitles. The radar screen has been picking up things for
many years that, well, birds, a flock of ducks. T know there's
been one instance in which o flock of ducks wns plcked up nnd
was Intercepted and flewn through as being nn unidentified
phcnomenon.,

THE PRESS: Where was that, General?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I don't rcecall where 1t was,
I think it might have been in Japrn but I don't recall the
locntion of thnt., That's Just a recollection of where thet
sort of thing could happen and I do know thnt at Wright Fileld
there was one of these things on the radnr -- this wus in 1950,
I think -~ maybe Captiiln James would reinforce that. Was that
in 19507

CAPTAIN JAME3:; That's corrcct.

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORP: -- in which the local radar
prodused the effect of the encircling phenomenon thnt cnused
quite a lot of concern nnd it was gone out nnd intercepted
and found to be a certaln kind of ice formntion that wnm in
the air in various parts of the ntmosphere around Wright Ficld
on that day.

4
Again, there are theories like the men whd;thcory
of light refraction which sanys that. temperature inversion in
"~ the atmosphere can cause an imoge from somewhere elsc to he
reflected in positions where 1t is not. If that is a correct
theory, related to it is anédther oddity with reqpect to tho
ground effeet that you got in radar.



We have one instance in which o night fighter with
radar 1is reported to have locked on, as they say, to an obJect
in flight, which, after he'd followed 11 beyond this curve,
found that he was locked on to the ground and he had enly a
very few minutes to recover beenuse the ground torget had
gone up and then mispluced by some phenomenn, and he lockud on
toit inn position vhere he wasn't, but, follewing it, he
eventunlly found himself directcd toward the ground.

Now, the conditipnq thnt seem to produce these
tumpcruturu inver%ion nnd ‘possibly the same kind of thing
for ground targets being miqplﬁcua in altitude -- T don't
know that 1t 1s worded that, they're misplaced in azimuth --
1s somowhnt typicﬁl of “the kind of hot humid weather thnt we've
been having here in the last thruo'or four wceks. There's no
reason to relate those phenomens to those atmospheric condi-
tions positively, but 1t 1g u possibility.

Yes, glr?

THE PRESS: Did ‘iritlufcé:pt\,m':; Fo up on (my; of the
three occuglona?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: ‘Here?

THE PRESS: Yes! |

MAJOR GENFRAL.SAMFORD: Yes, satfr.

THF PRESS: ‘;Wﬁgffﬂid éh@y seé on thelr radurscopes?

MAJOR GENFRAL SAMFORD: I don't recnll that thoey
sav anything. Do you rvmombgy,.ﬂﬂn ;r, whether anything wns

~sighted on their ‘randarscopes

U MAJOR (‘ENT‘RA;[. RAMI‘Y’ There, va been no radar
sightings. ‘One’ or two reported (inrudibln) -- ‘

'THE PRESS; Thprc huvewbépn no alrborne rodor

'nightings, Geheral Rumey? I6 thnt --

MAJOR GENERAL RAMEY: That's correct.

| THE PRESS: [ on What. did they report 3lghtinga?

'.A¢

MAJOR GENFRAL. SAMFORD: Lights.




MAJOR GENERAL, RAMEY: In one or two instances, they
reported sighting lights. In one instance, they reportcd
locking on to an object. It 1s pretty clear from the discussion
of the pattern of two airplanes that went out that one of them
wis locked on to the other one.

[

MAJOR GENFRAL SAMFORD: Yes.
THE FRESS: Genernl --
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Yes, sir?

THE PRESS:; Back to the lonized cloud. .Were the
blips picked up recently comparable to the ionized eloud or
were they different in mancuvering or motlon?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Well, you're tolking about
a thundorstorm cloud which 15 onc that we know cnough about so
that we can sny, "That 13 o thunderstorm.”" In the same way
we can look at something elsc and say, "That 1is No. So-nnd-so
airplane,"

THIS FRESS: . And these recent blips were different?

MAJOR GENERAL 3AMFORD:  These were dlfferent.

THE PRES3: Generanl Sumford, I understand there were
radar experts who snw these slghtings Saturdny night or early

“Sundny morning. What was thelr interpretntion of what they
saw on the scope?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: They anld they saw good
returns. '

THR PRESS: Which wolld indicate that these were
solid objects similar to alrcraft? :

MAJOR GENFRAL SAMFORD; No, not necessarily. We
get good returna from birds. s .

THE PRESS: Well, you wouldn't get as lorge n blip
from o bird ns --

MAJOR GENFRAL SAMFORD: No; unless 1t wes close.

THE PRES3: Did they report that these could have
been birds?



MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORP: No,

: THE FPRESS: Can you get a good return from & re-
flected ground target, General?’

(AJOR GENERAL SAMFORM: I'll ask Captain Jrnes --

CAPTAIN JAMES: TYdéu can get a very large return from
o reflected ground torget.

THE PRESS: Just as good as yeu might get from an
obJect actunlly in flight in the airey :

. CAPTAIN JAMES: Actually thicker. It ‘depends on
the nmount of bending. : . o

THE PRESS: /fnd Just ns sharp on the scope?
CJ\I’I‘AIN JAMES: Yes,

‘ TR IT““” Crn you get © blip from the (incudible)
created by tempernture inversion?

CAPTAIN JAMES: On the greund torget, yea.

THT PRIESS:  In other words, something thnat's on the
ground that's reflected off a ruiruct\d cloud bank would throw
off n blip on the radar screen? :

CAPTAIN JAMES: Yes, sir. That's true.

THE PRESS: Would 2 nearby radar set get thnt dlip
ot oxnetly the snme speed?

CAPTAIN JAME°° Not nuccaﬂarily,_no.

THR PRESS: 1In oﬁhor words, you can have a light nnd
somcthing that lncks substanoe and materinl and 3t1ll have n
blip?. .

CAPTAIN JAMES' I don't quitu understand that question.

THE PRESS: You cnn hﬂVO a radar image that's croutnd
without the necessity of rndnr striking the snlid ohjJect or n

semi-+so0lid, such as a cloud?

. CAPTAIN JAMES: Well, eventuzlly, it does have to
strike an obJect. '

#



TIIs PRESS: Dut you gald 1t can bBe aimply =~ reflection
of oomething on the ground.

CAPTAIN JAMES: ‘Woll, an object on tho ground io
actually psomothing bacl to the rchoctivn by a curved path,

THE PRieSSe I coc.

TIE PRESS: In othor words, 1t doosh't have to be
in tho air. L

CAPTAIN JAMES: That'a corroct.
THE FRESS: In the aroe cpverod by tho swoep on
the rader?

CAPTAIN JAMIS: It hao to bo in t}w nrco ‘covervd by
the radar oet. It hao to be within the ranfe,

THE PRESS: But not in the alr,
CIJ’I‘AIN JAMES;  But not in the alr.

THY PRS3:  What oort of pcround toargets ive these
rofloctlono? .

CAPTAIN JAMUS: 16 dependn on the amount of temperaturc
inveroion and the olze und chupe of the ground objocto.

TIE PRESSs  Would this reflection wccount for
agimultancoug *radnr elghtingo and visual aightings which
appoar to colncldo on tho basils of conversations between
the radar oporator and the observer outside?

CAPTATN JALmS: Thero 1g sore posoidbility of that
due to tho oamo offecto.

’ .
THE PRESS: * Why would thesoe tumperature invorogions
chango location so rapidly or travel?

CAPTAIN JAMES: Woll, actually, 1t can be the
appoaranco or disappenronce of difforont ground targeto
giving the appearanco of aomothing: noving whon, actually,
the difforent obJects arce stunding still.

THE PRESS: Would thesc pscudo-blips causo unb
d1fficulties in’ combat at 11?7

\
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CAPTAIN JAMES: Not to people that understand what's
going on., They do cause difficulty.

THE TRESS: Then the cxperienced operators renlly
cnn tell the difference between -- .

CAPTAIN JAMES: That's correct.
THE PRES3: How about the CAA men?

CAPPAIN JAMBS: I don't know.

THE PRESS: Would the disnppearnnce or reappearnnce
of these¢ blips be accounted for by the movement of a cloud
bonk that reflected a ground target?

CAPTAIN JAMES: Well, actunlly, 1t's not n cloud
bank. It's o temperature inversion of the atmosphere. You
see, 1f warm alr comes In over o cool nren, you huve n
temperature inversion nnd the otmosphere can bhe perfectly
clear, nnd 5t111 the rnys will be bent.

THE PRE3S: Would that nccount {or the fnet that
these lmnges disappeared snd reappenred on these sereens
recently? : :

CAPTAIN JAMES: © I'm not positive about that. There's
o possibllity.

THE PRE3S: Ceptnin, wra there temperature inversion
in this aren lust Suturday nlght?

CAPTAIN JAMES: There was.
THE PRE3S: And the Saturday night preceding?

CAPTAIN JAMES: I'm not surc about the ond preceding,
but therc was last Saturdey night.

THE PRESS: Wag thoere one last night?
CAPTAIN JAMES: T don't know.

THE PRESS: Captnln, did any two sets In this arca
get a fix on these so-cnlled saucers around here?

- CAPTAIN JAMES: " The informntion we have isn't good
cnough to determine that. ' .o
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THE PRESS: 7You 4on't know whether Andrews Field
nnd Washington National Airport ﬂctunlly got n triangulation
on anything? o

r oo

CAPTAIN JAMES: You see, the records made and kept
aren't accurate enough to £1e ‘thdt in that close.

" THE PRESS: What 4s the possibility of these being
other thnan phenomenn?

! MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD?! Well, I'd like to maybe
relieve Cnptnin Jnmes;Justjn_mAnute. Your question is what?

TR PRM%Q: Whnt is thc possiblility of these slghtings
being other than optical or ntmospheric pacnoment?  In other
wordas, whnt 1a the possibllily of thoir Lod ‘ngz guided missiles
lnunched from some other couatry, for axampLe?

, MAJOR GENERAL SAMREOPRD:  Well, 1f you could sclect

out of this masa any prrtlculr» one or two nnd start working

on them and oay, "Whot g o> possiznility of them belng

these thirgat?"  Thoen you cowe 4o Enoe vodst nnd suy thls one

10 reported to have dure thlies wooek tenlire for 1t to do
those things clvther one of Lvo cons.vions, abeolute mximum
power or no mass.  IT thia 1o A thio: dn toeros of o gulded
misaile, 1t does those viicgs thoet wve been oeqoured and
reported. Tt cin do these thiags 1f there s theoretienlly

no limit to the power involved and there 1is theoreticully no
mass Involved. 7Tunt's one of the conditions that would say,
well, 1f someone solved, oﬁe of those probltmq thils could

then he expl-ined ns on;,él trose tatogs,  You find nnother

one and 1t has -- 1t Jx)ﬁ develops spno no other purpose or

no other pattern that ciild be assceated with then, o missile.
Those which we wight iachiiy ns belar miscilles lel be tracked.,
They'll have o truck to duvclop sovathidneg that people ean put
a measurcment to. I don?p know whether that answers the
question. It satisfies gome of 1t, but mnybe not all of it.

Yea?
THE FRESS: Inve there been any such instences so
~far in which you had informntion that indicated that elther
of these two conditionu were fulfilled?
"MAJOR GENRRAL.SAMFGRD: Absolute, no mnas?

THE PRESS: No limit to the power.
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AJOR ODNERAL SAMFORD:  You kmew, what "ne mnss”
mehns is thut there's nothing there! (Laughter). :

_THE PRE3S5: How about the power?

) .. MAJOR OENFRAL SAMFORD: In-terms of enrthly welghts
‘and earthly value.

, TUEAPTFSS' Yes.

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: And unlimited power -- that
menns power of such-fantastic higher limits that it is o
~ theoretlical unlimited -- 1t's not nnything thet we con under-
stafid. It's like my trying to understand -- T want to be care-
ful becnuse I was golng to sey n million dollars, but I cnn't
understand 2 hundred! It's one of those questions of wnlimited
power that, Just gets beyord your comprehension that hnn to be
used to mect this.

THT PRE3S:  Genernl, do you have ony tentntive con-
cluslon or cven n trend townrds i bellef of whnt thesce locol
radnr blips are? There's bheen tnlk that you did have the
hent inversions thosce nighta. Arce you nll inclined to belicve
that's what that 1s?

MAJOR CENERAL SAMEORD: I think that we're learning
progressively more nand nore uhout the rader nnd that these
instances .very likely nre mnybe good observatiows that the
rodoer cun make of nomething but not likely to bhe observatlons
of the things that the radar wns desigred 4o obscrve (laughter).
Now, (laughter) -- all right. Now, let's say -- we don't know .
maoh about -- ewfl I'11 be gettirg for aficld teehnically --
we dor't know much about the Northern Lights., We'd like to de
able to measurc that o little bib betyer. That 1o the kird of
thought T wns trying to express by snyirg rrdsar was intended
to observe alrcraft for control of alrcraft nrd to denl with
nireraft. Now, you may have scicntlfic ndvantnges for observa-
tion that 1t wasn't intended for.

. I wonder 1f yOu'd speak to my poind on thnt,
Cnptaiw James, whether I've gotten too far afielad or. oombthing
I don't know anything about.

CAPPAIN JAMES: Yes, sir; that's aquite true. Ve
find thnt sometimes the radar set will hn formed in o manner
not desirnable and due to the fnct that 1t doesn't happer every
day everyone isn't familiar with those chnrﬂcteriqtics ond it
sometimes turns out to be o mystery.

#
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THE PRESS:. Well, getting back, if I may follow 1t
up, on these local radar observations, then you come to the
tentntive conclusion that they're physical phenomena? Would
you say that?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I think s0, yes.
THE PRESS: IHow 1s it we haven't had them before?

‘ THE FRESS: Well, that's what I was going to get to.
What's the history ef this thing? Radar operntors in the past,
vhen you inquire of them, have they scen similar lights in the
paot and becoause they mever bothered to associate them with
flylng saucers they've ncver gotten in the newspapers?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFCRD: Oh, they have associanted
them in the poast with things that were thought desirable to
intercept. I sald a minute ngo we've intercepted flocks of
ducks und similer things. Therc's some history of the lock
of ldentification of friendly alrcraft which causes a lot of
unnecassnry Interceptions In some parts of the world, belng
mixed up with o lot of this sart of thing too in which we've
hnd miny Interceptions that went out and fdentificd o fricndly
that should have been coteblished by some other method, but
mixed up with thosc there've been many of these attempts to
1dontify an unlmown thet flzzled out In the same way that the
current ones have fizzled out. '

THE PRESS: In other words, 1t 13 not n rare phenomenon,
this thing that happened Saturdry night and the Suturdny before
thot? '

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORY: It 15 not a rere phenomenon.

THE TRE3S: It's not ware, and 1t occurs often cnough
g0 that you do have o history, and radnr experts hnave been
trying to find out what causes them; 1s that right?

»

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: 'That 1s corrcet. Yes, sir.

THAE PRE3S: General Samford, has the Alr Force
conducted any independent research through universitles or
through the radar people, the Gilfillen people or whoever?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Yes, sir. We have 2 number

of .avallable consultants, seme contracts that have been
Initinted, some of them that are being thought of, but) again,

#
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I think I'd 1ike to go back to the point of the profit in
this thing perhaps being a measurement first, an adequate
neasurement thot con go to science. Reports of the same

kind that we've been getting except for this ndditional
mechanical asset or opportunity cnlled the radar have been
going on aince the Bible times. Now, the radur gilves =n
ndditional opportunity to observe comething about that, but

1t 8t1ll doesn't nensurce it with the kind of precision that is
needed to put it into ennlysis.

THE PRESS: Are you getting something to do that?

MAJOR GENERAI, SAMFORD: We have gome hope with o
camern that has on the front of 1t a -- will you deseribe what
that --

CAPTAIN JAMES: It hes a de-froction grid.

MAJOR GENEBAL SAMFORD: Yes, o de-fraction grid on
the front of 1t thnt will bhe wseful apeinst lights becnruse
through thet de-fraction you'll be 2ble Lo say, from what
aubntince was this 1light made?  What pases were burning?  Was
1t gno? Was L4 ineandescence?  and aso forth, Now, those
cumerns -- the lens i cbout o $15 1tem, or this grid 1is,
nnd the camera is about n $15 Item. We have on order a smnll
qurntity, two hundred plus of thosc. We hope to be able to
distribute those into the hands of people who might have
opportunity. Now, with the great diversity of people who
report 1t's not too casy to put your finger on who has the
highest opportunity to report, into whose hands such o device
should go, but we think we may lenrn who might be the most
optimum reporters. A great volume of these cameras to scatter
around to try through the shotgun approach to get reports
docsn't look like too valuuble a project but that 1s one way
of trying to meusurc whnt these lights are,

THE PRESS:  For what purpose «- they have had
simller gadgets before, I menn, to mensurc or to determine
the origin of whnt generates the light, Is this a new type?

CAPTAIN JAMES: The grid is.

MAJOR GENTRAL SAMFCRD: It's not new except that it
Hnsn't been aimed specificnlly at these items or focused on
these items as far as we know, '

‘ . THE PRESS: General, the Captain mentioned a moment
ago or had the thought that when there 1s tempercture Jnversien

#
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; the men know who are ebserving radar. Is 1t all right to nask
i1f the Alr ¥orce thinks thnt these objects the other night
were o result of temperature inversion?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Well; I'll nnswer that first,
try to, and then ask Captnin James for an opinion., I don't
think that we nre quite sure that the Menzel theory of temper-
ature inversion or that scientists are sure that that is a good
theory. I%'’s oupported by some people. Other people who have
equnl competence, 1t would appesr, discredit it. So the gumble
a3 to whether that 1a the cause or not 18 about a fifty-fifty
proposition. It's appealing. It does sntisfy certnin concerns.
Is thnt o fair statement or answer to that question?

CAPTAIN JAMES: Sir, the Menzel theory applies mainly
to light rays.

MAJOR GENERAL OSAMFORD: Yes.

: CAPTAIN JAMES: . In regnrd to the tempernture inversion
effect on radar waven that 1s folrly well established.,

THE PRESS:  Thore's no doubt about the latter, 1o
there?

CAPTAIN JAMES: Thet's right.
©THE PRBE3S: Thnt'n.bcen cstblished,
THE PRESS: And it was not --

CAPTATIN JAMES: We don't have sufficilont information
to say definitely that thot was the chuse.

THE PRESS: You snid =i cxperienced radar operator
could tell the diffcrence.

CAPTAIN JAMES: I would say so.

THE PRE3S: Wasn't there a nnaval battle during the
war in which therc wns o grent engrigement fought ngniinst an
inversion of radar?

CAPTAIN JAMES: I understand that happened.

' © ' 'THE FRESS! - You had two experts over therce last
Saturday night, Major Fournet cnd Licutennnt Holcomb, Who

#.
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described themselves as radar technicians and 1ntelligence
officers. What was thcir opinion°-:'

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Moy I try to make another
nnswer and ask for suppert or negation, on the quality of the
rodar operater. I personally don't fecel that 1s necessarily
associnted with quality of radar eperators becouse radar
operators of great quality are going to be confused by the
things which now appear and may appear in o radar. The
nbility to use the rndar for the thing 1t was designed for
is, I belleve, dependent upon the thing that they see doing
o normal act. If 1t docs n normal act, then it becomes
1dentified os the thing that they thought 1t was and then it
pulls itself along threugh this mnss of indication nnd they
say, "That one has normul processges.” I think that n
description of o GCA landing has some bearing on thht in which
to get associnted with the GCA you hnve to muke n certain
number of queries and do a certain number of things and then
you become 1dentified through the frct that you obey. Other
things that arc in there ‘don't obey, 1t you obey, then you
have on 1dentity and you cnh then be rfellowed with precision.
S50 T wouldn't like to say that this 1s n function of Incdequnte
rodar eperntions. I think 1t's n thing that ean huppen to any
radni operntor. TIf he sces somethinir In there and scoays,

"That one 1s nceither behnving nor any other normel pattern.”
Whit 13 1t? Curdosity stimulus, nny other kind of ntiwmulus
can result In overemphnsis at rny particulnr time on nny
rodarscope. ‘These recently appear to have been much more
50llid returns than are ordinarily rlnaqifi ble by the arpgu-
ments that T have Just given

Would you address youtrself to what I've Jjust sald?

THE PRESS3: Yes. What do the experts think? That
wns the question. ‘ -

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD The experts?

TH® PPFuu. 'The ones thnt saw 1t last Saturdny night.
Whnt 414 they report to you? :

THE PRESS: Two of them saw 1t in --
THE PRESS: ' What. did they say? -

' "MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: They said they mnde good
returns. e o v ‘ .
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THE PRESS: Did they draw any conclusion ns to what
they were, whether they were clouds?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: They made good rcturns nnd
they think that they ought to be followed up.

THE PRESS: But now you come to the genernl belief
that 1t was some either heat dnverslons or some cther phenonena
without substance.

s

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: The phrasc "without substance
bothers me n little.

THE PRESS: Well, could you --

MAJCR GENERAL SAMFORD: ~-- sny what we do think?

THE PRESS: Yes,

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I think that the highest
probnhility 1gs thnt these are phenomenn ussociated with the
intellectunl nnd soientific intercots that we are on the rond
to learn morc nbout but that there is nothing in them thnt is
associnted with materinl or vehilcles or missiles that arc
dirvcted agninst the Unitced States,

THP PRE33: General, yeu anld that -- can you stop
that short of the United >tutes, sir, or the menuce to the
Unitdd Stnten?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFCRD: I'm sorry -

THE PRES3: Can.you stop thnt stutement short of
your menace to the United States?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Well, thnt was the -- I
think that 1s the part that I beliceved. Now, what was 1t
that I would have snid otherwise?

THE PFRESS: Wcll, you sald were not cssoclated
with vehicles -- .

THE FRESS: Materdianls.
THE PRESS: Missiles.

TRE PRESS; Period!
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THE FRE3S: Mn erinl, vehicles, and missiles directed
ageinst the United States. '

THE PRESS: The question whether these nre hostile
or not mikes very little difference. Whrt we're trying to get
at 1s are you eliminating excluding from any consideration n
missile, a vehicle, or any other materinl object that might
be flying through the air other than sound or light or some
other Intangible?

THE PRESS: Somcbody from this planet or some other
plunet violnting our wuir spuce. (Laughter)

AJOR GENERAL SAMFCRD: The astronomers are our best
advisers, of course, in this wusiness of visitors from eclne-
where. The astronomers photograph the sky continuously per-
haps with the most ndequnte photepraphy In existence nnd the
complete nbsence of things which would have teo be in thelr
nppearonece for many dnys rnd months to come from somcwhere
elsc., It doesn't cause them to huve ony enthusinsm whwtqoevc
In thinking about this othcr side of it.

THE PRESS: Have any astronomical lnboratorics re-
ported ony alghtings wheatsoever or nny estronomers?

MAJOR GERIRAL S/AMFOND: T don't rectll., Captrin
Ruppelt, do you know whether we've had reports from astronomical
Iaborntorles or obncrvatories?

CAPTAIN RUPPELT: No, sir. None hnve cver had nny
real bearing. '

THE PRESS: Genersl, does that. -- the kind of in-
volved explonation you Just guve us -- does th:at apply to the
recent Washington sightings or upon your obscrviations over the
past years gince 1946 bascd on all your experience with 1t?

MAJOR GENERAL GAMFCRD: Well, our reaction to the
recent Wnshington sightings i3 related to the pnast cxpericnce
in terms of -- we have denlt with rndar blips before.

THE PRESS: Genercl, 1f these were vehicles or
materials of our own making, they wouldn't be a menrnce to
the United 5tates. Do you exclude that?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I'd exclude that, definitely,
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TOE PRESS: Genernl, let's make 1t clenr now you
arc excluding -- 1f you'll affirm that -- you are excluding
vehicles, missiles, and other tangible obJects flying through
apace, including the subhuman bodies from other plancts,

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: In my mind, yes.

~ THE PRESS: Anything mnterial -- would that be o
clear statement? '

MAJOR GENFRAL SAMFORD: When you denl with n sclen-
tific man, muybe he might quarrel with you by what is the renl
meaning of "material." With my limited kmowledge of mnterial
I would nay yes. In my own view the thing 13 excluded ns
being n moaterial cvidence.

THE PRESS: In other words, General, If you remove
the EEI from that stoatement, 1t could apply to any misslle,
materinl, or obJect that is In the nlr, regardlens of whether
it's n menace to the United Stotes or not?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Woll, yes.
TUE PRESS: Tn other werds, 1t Just Lan't there.

MAJOR GENERAL SAMPORD: I belleve that, that there
13 no -- well, now, thnt 15 2 1ittle bilt in c¢rror becausc n»
minute ago I sndd birds do these things, Now, a2 bird has
substance, you sce. I don't want to go out and say that these
things are reflectlonn of nothing. If they're reflections
from the ground up in the air, they're reflectlions of something,
That's why the thought of gaying that this thing sntisfies us
in having no renl pattern other than that of phenomena.

THE PRESS: General, you snld there'd never bheen a
simultaneous radar fix on one of these things.

MAJOR GENERAL SAMPORD: I don't think I wanted to
say that. ‘

THE PRESS: TYou didn't mean to say 1t?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I.meant to say that, when
you tulk aobout simultaneously, somebody will say, "Was it on
1203 hours, 24} seconds?" end I don't Ymow.

THE PRESS: Well, I'd like to point out this fact
that the offiter in charge of the radar stotion nt Andrews

F




Fleld told me that on the morning of July 2Mth, which was n
“weck frou last Saturday, he picked up an objJect three miles
north of Riverdale and he was in intercom communication with
CAA and they exchanged Information and CAA also had & blip
three mliles north of Riverdale and on both radars the same
blip remalned for about thirty seconds and simultaneously
dlsappeared from both sets, Now --

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Well, their definition of
silmdtoneous, yes. But aome people won't be satlsficd that
thet 1s simultaneously.

. THOE PRESS: Well, it 1s pretty donmed simultancous
(laughter) for all purposes, it 1s sctisfied by the inversion
theory, Captain.

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFOBD: Well, I'm tnlklng cbout the
split-sccond people who want to say you've got to prove now
thnt this happencd at such-and-such n time and they'll sny
your observaotlons are delayed by half o second; therefore,
you cun't pay it was simultancous. '

THE IRESS: And dees your Inverslon theory explnin
nway that situntion?

- CAPTAIN JAME3: Tt possibly could, yes,

TR PRESS: Tt posaibly could, but could 17
CAPTAIN JAMES: We don't have the detnils,

THE TRESS: Is there nny rcason why it couldn't
THE ml?.sa(:’” General, can we get this clerified?

MAJOR GENERSL SAMFORD: T believe -- I'm trying to
let this gentleman ask 2 question. Excuse ne.

THE PRESS: TIsn't 1t true, sir, that these show o
definite grouping, the sightings around atomic bomb plnnts or
areas? Doesn't your mop ot Wright Iield show that?

. MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I {ind no more pattern in
this dlspersal of sightings than I 4o in a radar screen, You
can perhnaps take distribution of sightings nnd say that you
arrangce it this way nond you tdke this group during this period
and that gives you a dispersal that may hoeve some significance
in 1t. But I'd like to have Captain Ruppelt develop:that
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becfiuse he probably knows more about what hns becn done to

try to plot these things and suy, "Does that have any meaning?”
I am not satisfled that any cffort we've mnde towerd a dispersal
pattern has as yet developed one shred of evidence or meuning.
Would you correct me or speak to that point?

CAPTAIN RUPPELT:" We've plotted thesc things out on
o map and they do come out grouped around some of the ntomic
instellations in the country. However, there's one point,
you don't lnow, maybe the people in that area are o little
more Jumpy ond, 1f they see o wmeteor, they'll report it in
to the gunrda. If some former. out in the middle of Iowa saw
a metcor, he'd Jjust forget about it. Now, that 1s one pos-
81b11ity that we can't climinnte.- A lot of the sightings
that occurrcd around these atomic installations hnve turned
out to be balloons, ecte., but 1t muy be that the story has
gone out that those are vital arens and more people nre re-
porting. We don't know.

THE PRESS: What percentege of your unexplainable
oncs that you've got are nround there?

CAPTAIN RUPPELT: 4A foew of them.
- THE PRESS:  Is 1t the same pnttern?

 CAPTAIN RUPPELT: I.wopldn't sny that cvery sighting
around on atomie instollation 1s wnexploained. There's renlly
no -- I don't quite follow.you.

THT PRESS: His questlon 1s what. percentnge of the
amexplainable percentige of the qiphtinps are grouped around
atomic energy --.

)

CAPTATIN RUPPELT: We've.never broken it down.
THE PRES5° Ta 1t uniforh to the genernl percent:ges?

i CAPTAIN RUPBELT: Tt followed the general percentages,
In other words, 1if twenty pcr cent of the sightings are un-
cxplained twenty por cent of the sightings around Los Alnmos
nre -- : .
L »

)

THE PRES Un’xplnined.
' CAPTMIN RUPPELT -- unexplained; right.

y 0 THE ggEoS- What percentdge of these have come from
tcchnicul men in sclence at these installations?



CAPTAIN RUPFELT: It Vﬂric’ with the type of puople.
In other words, at Los Alumos most of the people arc falrly
technical people. However, you run the guards in a place like
thet, Now, that may ke another factor. All those installations
‘have guards that stay out twenty-four hours n day and.those
'people are in n wetter position to observe than Other people.

THE PRE33: 'Have many of the scientists though, for
ingtance ‘at Los Alnmos, the scientlsts or technical people,
reported these thinga? » ‘

CAPTAIN RUPPELT: . Yes; they have, We have reportas
from vety hirh technicnl people.

THE PRESS: If your reports, some of them, come from
those technienl people, whet type of infermition would the
Alr Foree llke to have? :

CAPT/AIN RUPPRLT: Thoe Alr Torce would like to hnve --
can I angwer, oir?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORN:  Go nhead.

CAPTAIN RUPPELT: The alr Torct would like to have
a slze, speed nnd altitude and what-have-you on these things.,

THE PRESS: Nuedcr of men inside 1%? (Laughter)

THE PRESS: In vicw of prncticanlities whnt would an
ordinary citizen do if he saw one? Would you be interested 1n
his Informntion? What can he do to help you?

. 1

CAPTAIN RUPPELT: rctunlly, we are very much intercsoted.
However, there isn't much we ¢an do with their information.
It's possible that you mipght get a series of sightingses 1In
other worda, 1f you get everybody up and down the East Coast
looking, you might bc able to plot & ground track from it,
but the information we get from the genernl public or from
a sclentist -- there's no difference. In other words, well,
let's take a meteor-like owject,. for example. If you 're out
some night and sece a meteor, what can you tell me nbout that
meteory = You don't even know in which dircction it was going.
Actunlly, 1t looked to you mnybe like 1t was going ncross the
sky from east to west, but you're not sure. You're Just looking
at a horizontnl proJection of thet meteor. And o scientist
. the same wdy. Just beenuse he's a sclentist doesn't mean he's
got better eyes.
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THE FRESS: What about a report, for example, about
one week ago from an englneer who sighted slx or seven who
followed a definite pattern and then all turned in the same
diroction and went straight up at an estlimated speed -- I
forget what he said it was,

CAPTAIN RUPPELT: I couldn't pick that one out rrom
the mass and size -- I'm'nnt’fumiliar with that one.

THE PRE3S: - Have you thPstigated these so-called
" saucers hare 1n Washington?

THE PRES3: The onea we've been seelng here on radar
acrenns, ' ‘

CAPTAIN RUPPELT: We've got the data on them.
THE IRES3: Have you inﬁestiguted them yourself?

CAPTAIN RUPPELT: Well, what do you mean by that,
now -- gmne out and paersonally tnlkcd to all these peoaple?

THE PRESS:  Yes,
CAPTAIN RUPPELT: No; T haven't.

THE PRESS: Has anybody'ffom the Alr Torce talked
to Harry Barnes, who's the Senlor Controller In the CAA radar?

CAPTAIN RUPPELT: We have a report from the CAA
Controller. . ,

THE PRESS: But nobody's interviewed him?
B 3
CAPTAIN RUPPELT: I couldn't tell you that.

THE PRESS: General, you started to say you wanted
certain means of measuring these things ond yru mentioned
this camera. Were you going to namé others or 1s that the
only thing you have in mind as a possible way of identifying.
and weasuring these phenomena?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Mr. Griffing 15 here from
the Electronics Sectlon. Would you address yourself to that,
Mr. Griffing? . S

MR. GRIFFING: I didn't hear the question. “
#*
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THE PRESS: The quastion was we'd ask what -- the
Ceneral had said the greatest need novw was ‘to get some way
of measuring these reports in terws that you can turn them
over to a sclentist and I asked Yim what 'Was he seeking in
that way, what he was getting. ‘He mentioned this cawera.
I connected the question.with seme way of measuring the gases
and lights, I asked him were there other things than that
that he might mention’ ‘that they're now ordering or procuring
for thaot purpose.

MR. GRIFFING: The reffastisnccamera should tell
whether 1t's an incandescent souree or whether it's illuminous
ges. Well, that would immediately ‘tell whether it was a
meteor or reflection of a headlight, a mirage theory and it
might also identify whot kind of gascs,

THE PRE33: What other than thils camera? Are there
any other tools that you're secking now?

MR. CRIFFING There 1s another proposal which also
usen de-fraction grating, which 1s o centinuously operating
3ehmldt telescope, and that will givc n continuous record over
thn night.

THR PRE33: What's this?

) TOE PRESS: That's a tnlo,rnp( to phmtograph the
entire heaven in one whole plcturct

MR. GRIFFING: Yes, sir.

THE PRESS: Would you repent that? What 15 this
Sehmldt telescope? ' E '

CAPTAIN JAMES: It's & type of telencape.
?
. THE PRESS: What type of telescope are you talking
about, Mr. Griffing? - '

MR. GRIFFING: The Schmidt, S-c-h-m-1-d-t, telescope
1s an optical system that has a wide aperture. That 13, you
can have a wide range or nperture, in this case, about 150
degrees, or nearer tho whole hemispherc can be photographed
In one plate and you can have a continual record of what
happens in the sky at night, meteor trails or what-have-you

. and make a photographic record,

THE PRES3: Where is this being uged?

&
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) MR. GRIFFING: This 11 a new development, rhia
purticular one, but there have been ones similar to this in
use in many observntorieq~ Palomnr has @ aehmidt telescope.

THE PRES5; Are you ordering a number of those for
placing around the country?_

¢

MR., GRIFTING. That 18 o possibility,
TAE FRESS: Is that a movic-camera type?

MR. GRITTING: Nnt exactly. The plate 1s expgged
for ten minutes and then 1s replaced with anotheyr plate and
then so on through the night. That is, one can exposc a
rhotegraphic plate for ten minutes witheut overexposure, in
fuct, a longer time, but a centinunl recerd will be made. Any
motion that can be indiecated with a time exposure cnn be found
with conaiderable accurncy.

THE PRES3: Does the Alr Foree have access to nny ef
thoasc right now? ’ ,

MR. GRIFFING: 'That pnrt;cﬁlnr thing i3 not in pro-
duction yet. : ‘

THE FRES3: How much does 1t cont?
MR. GRIFFING: Shull I go Into 1t, General?
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Well, go ahead.

MR. GRIFFING: The cogt will be between tﬁrce,and
five thousand dollars upiece.‘

_ THE FRESS; General has thera. been any indicotion
that any of these radar sightinga have been made by electronio
countermeasures being used by U. 8. Strategic Alr Command
bombers practicing?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFGRD' No; they haven't. We've
investigated that and come up negative.
. '
THE FRESS: ' Is that ‘Schmidt comera telescope the
only one, astronomical tclescope that's capable of ’eing used
on a project like this?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD; Probably not.
X o
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p .. MR. GRIFFING: It's nat the only énc, but it 1s the
. most practidal telescopic method.  Any telcscope con be used
but the probability ef getting a flying object i3 very remete.
Becuuse it has such ‘a-wide apu;turé'iq mnkes 1t more useful.

‘THE PRESS¢ -‘Well, ure you planning any other measure-
ment tools other than this camera and telescope?

MR. GRIFFING: Wecll, of ceurse, the difficulty is if
wve have a high-pewered instrument, we can't guarantee that they'll
intercept flying obJects so there are other simple measurements
«that can be made with trained personnel.  Thére are measure-
mentg of time. One can time. the appearance and disappecrance
with his own watch nnd then check his wateh, Accurute measure-
ments of time are one thing and simple measurcments of angle
can be made hy trained peoplo with very crude apparatus, and
they can tell whether an gbJect is one mile or fifty miles high.

THE PRESS: Haven't we already hnd come trained
persopnel, so-called trained pergonnel, who timed these
appearances? '

. . MR. GRIFFING: There perhaps have -- Captain Ruppelt
can aonsvwer thrit, The point 1s in any of thesc eperations there
have to be two simultanesus observers te get altitude. You
can't use wne observation, nnd it may be that two simultuncous
ohservations have not been in the repeorts,

THE PRESS: General --

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORN: I think that the gentleman
-here has heen waiting quite avhile with n question, 1if you
don't mind. '

¥

THE PRESS: General, you mentioned that eight per
cent ‘of the réports come from airline pilots. Some of thesc
men have, as much .As twenty years' flying time, twenty years'
experience in flying, What's the reactlon of the Alr Force
to creditable observers like that who give you a detailed
dcscription?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFCRN: Jt's very high. We react
to-them as saying this is an 1mportant item.

. “ A
" THE IRESS' Yo ynu classify that, seme of those
thingd/’as phenomena?l . :

e N
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MAJOR GENERAL .SAMFORD:- Well, what elge can we call
1t? His terms of the statement about 1t arc not placeable in
anything else as phenomena. I have one that a fricnd of mine
who 15 an Alr TForce offlcer reported from the Middle East. Ile
sald, 'Y thought that my mental processes were adequate to avold
seelng these things, but I d1d sec semothing that didn't belong
there."” He wns no more able to put a preclse measurcment on
it although he had competent witnesses. He's .o creditable
observer. We're not trylng to discredit the observers, That's
the reason that I sald that we have mény reports from creditable
observers of incredible things. .They elso say they're in-

credibvle,

THE PRE33: Arc these phenomena capable of change of
dirootion and speed such as has been reported?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: There 1s nothing else known
in the world thnt cnn do those things except phenomena ! (Luughter)

THE PRESS: General, while we're 1n thls mass of
arens fer o minutc, supposc some superintelligent crenture
hod come up with a-snlution te the theoretical problem of
levitation, would thot not be magsless in our ebscrvations
e¢ither by rudnr or by slght? No przvity,

THR PRFuS. "A Balloen has no gravity but 1ts rate
of movbmnnt ig dintinn*ly limited.

MAJOR GDNERAL QAMFQRB Well, I don't know whether
I can give any answer to thnt gir, that makes any sense
beeange I'm not a metaphysician, I think, probably, Just to
return to uyinp that -- we believe most of this can be under-
stood gradunlly by the human mind. -

THE. PRESS:, So far s ve know, have any of these
manifestations been roported over Russin sr any of the
satellltes?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD:  Well, we don't know if there
have been any rsported over therd, no.

THE PRESS: General Samford or perhnps General Ramey,
you have degcribod fighters over the District here In the last
féew weeks, Is there any kind of a policy as far as the rest of
the country of the Air Defense Command on such sightings?

//;/ﬁnMAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: ~I.\;rould like general Ramey
to speak to that, 1f'he will, please.

&
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MAJOR GENERAL RAMFY' There's no specinl policy as
a result of these reports. We have a standard operating pro-
cedure that would call for an investigation of reports that
can be tracked on a rensonable assurance of some sort of
intercept or seme direction to (inaudible)., Those instruc-
tions dre stondard, however, and are not cspeclally causcd
by this. :

THE PRE3S: General, is it true that there was a
two-hour delay between the sighting of these objects lnst
nturday night and the digpatech of the Jets from New Castle?

- MAJOR GENERAL RAM"Y. Yes; that 1s truce becnuse
there was never a track established. As soon ns o track was
estnblished to tell the alrplanc the dircctlon to go in and
the authenticity of the thing was estublished, then the pilots
got off, As leng as there's a sporadic report with no identi-
fication, no trnck established,” there's no use In sending a
very short-riunge short-field-duration interceptor in the nir
because he wouldn't ¥mow where to go or what to do.

TOE TRPQG: In other ‘wordn, 1t wnp the deecision of
the eperntions officer that oceasioncd the delny and not any
error in tronamlssion of the nlert.

MAJCOR GENﬁFAL RAMEY: Thot's eorrect; yes, sir.

THE PRESS: uunurnl 1t's been rumorcd that the
Alr Force has been picking up blipe -of this sort for quite
navhile but waited until civilian rudnr pickod it uwp. 1Is
that true?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I think I mentioned earlicr
our past -experience in dealing with thesc things in many areas
where we have hod, oh, hundreds of fruiltless intercept efforts
in response to radar blipd, Tt's not new with us at all.

THE PRESS: But of the same caliber as recently as
the past couple of weeks, I méan, the same. caliber blips. I
think we've all heard ahout this blip, but is that. thec thing
that you sighted before in the past by the Alr Torcc? That 's
what I woanted to nsk.

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: WGil; I can only say that I
feel falrly sure that they were the same or reasonably the
.same. No two blips on a radar are allke.

—
-

THE PRESS: Have these been better, clearer, bigger?



S A e

BT I SR S g e e W g, e et

- MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I wouldn't say better or
clenrer, Thesc are.good returns. Other people have sald,
"These are good returns.” :

THE PRE3SS: General Samford, to clear that peint up,
I think Captain James indicuted earlier in this rceference to
temperature inversion you new say that these nre good returns,
Cun you get good returns on this temperature inversion reflection?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORT: Yes.

THE PRESS: Can you get a rcturn thet's ns sharp ns
the mnes you get off of an aireruft?

THE PRESS: That)moves.

THE 'PRES3: Captoin James said they were shorper,
larger, awhile ago.

CATTAIN JAMES: 1 nold 1t depended upoen the target.

THE PRESS: I'm referring to these seen Saturdny
night. Were thone good returns? Could the good returns have
been caused by this reflection against this heat (inasudible)?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: We think so. We think that
thnt is probuble.

THE PRESS: Genercl, do yeu think that's probably
vhat thoy were?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: My own mind 1s satisfied
with that, but my obligation to learn more is not. My own
nind is sotisfied with that explanation.

THE PRDSS; Generel, 1f .after six yenrs of studying
these things you're now convinced that they do not constitute
a threat to the safety of the country, is the Air Force thinking
about turning this over to some other scientific investigating
body or something”

MAJOR GENFRAL SAMFCRD:  Well, I think that we would
want to move into it with them rather than te say turn it over.

et

T THE PRESS: Is there any thought of that, bringing

in other governmental scientific bodies perhaps?

# MAJOR GENERAL SAMFCRD: Yes.
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THE PRESS: Have you any program nlong that linc?
You spoke in the heginning that you wanted the methods of
measuring things. You mentioned two or threc little things
like the possibllity of buying some cameras and telescopes.
Is there a program being set up to go shout this scientifically,
and what other organization. are :you thinking of bringing in on 1t7

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: - I believe that Colonsl Bower
of the Teehnlcal Analysis biviqion at Dnyton is herc. Are you
here, Bower?

COLONEL BOWER: Yes, sir.

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFOR®: Would you nddress yourselfl
to that point, please?

COLONEL BOWER: Our idca on that is to implement our
presemt study with’instruments wherever possible, as Mr. Griffing
mentioned, the refraction grid. qqmoru nnd other plickups thnt we
might gpt.

THE PRESS: How nny . of these telescopes hnve been

- ordered, the Schmidt telescepe?

COLONEL BOWER: The Schmidt telcscopes are not on
order by us. The refraction grid camera i3 an item which we
are --

THE PRESS: Is the Schmidt telescope projeet an
Alr Torec project or -- o

MR. GRIFTING: Yes. Yes, sir.

MAJOR GENERAL' SAMFORD: T think the point that the

gentleman over here wanted to have, nnswered is cen you explain
,from memory the kind’ af gtructure that I know that you have in
‘ATIC for," well, I've scen it somewhere in my memory that you

hnve this step and this step and’ thia.step.

- COLONEL BOWER: We hnvn severnl -steps in nnalyses
and that might explalnh to you ene reason why we cannot gilve
you an instnntaneous gnswer, I mean this requires a study
Just like any technical problem. First of all, we need tech-
nical data. Our. first step is to collect the data and check

'W/f'it ageinst other 1dentif1ed obJects such as balloons, if air-

craft or miagiles or such things' as meteors are following
that, and it comes back and we maoke an onalysis of 1t within
ur own groups. We have specialists in our own organizations,

‘people on electrodynamics, physics, geophysics, and various
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other specialtics that would fit into this. Following that,
if 1t {s neccssary, we will send 1t to consultants or
speclalists in the ficld. Your mention of a contractor --
we are considering that with the idea, 1f We can't come out
- with coh anawer, of giving it to o contractor to study 1it.
JThnt won't be a shortstime Job,

THE FREZS5: Are you taking a new approach in this _
whole thing? : '

, ';.COLONEﬂ'BOWER: I would say implementing the past
approach. :

THB PRE r'Going'ut 1t more systematically.

S COLoNrL BOWER: Yes, I think that's the thing to
- atress., In a lot of these things you caen't get technicel
‘data nnd without technical dntn you can't get o technicel
nnaswer very well,

MAJOR‘GENERAL SAMIFORD:  Mnybe T have n thought
that might help in nnowering thiat problem. Whon we started
to gay this.is an oblipgntion we must learn more wuhout, we
thought Initinlly thnt we. ceauld leoarn semething from volume
of reports. We gay we want nll the reports we can get and
then sce that through thnt volume maybe we can mnke n pattern,
I think we're beginning to belicve now that the things which
we can sense from volume are not ncecessarily the things which
we vuluu In other words, volume can come {rem many different
things. It con come from external stimulus, It cen come from
an unusual opportunity., It can come from such n varicty of
meaningless things so that tht veolume of reports is net going
© to be our answer. We have thought we'd get tnousrnds «und
"~ thousands of reports and out of these we will develop something
that has pattern. We're,now becoming convinced thnt only
through better reports with equipment or with o trained
reporter specificnlly attempting to repnrt the vilunble things
about these items are we likely to prcduc: unterinl that 1is
sultnble grist fcr n sclentific anslysis.  The stuff we have
nov hasn't ennsugh meat on 1ts hones to interest sclentific
people,

THE PRESS: Well, General, would you say a qualificd
observer would be the pllot from New Castle ~- I belleve his
name was Lieutenant Patterson -- who got wlthin what he
estimnted was two mlles of this object last Satwday? Have
64 questioncd him?

#
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other gpecinltics that would fit into this. Following that,
if 1t’ is necessary, we wlll soend 1t to. consultants or
speeinlists in the .ficld, Your mentlon of a contractor --
we are considéring that with the idea, 1f %We cnn't come out
with oh unswer, of giving it to o contractor to study it.

‘ .Thnt won't be o short-time Job,

THE PRESS: Are you taking o nev appronch in this |
whole thing° '

} COLONEL BOWER I would say implementing the past
appronch.

THE PRE Going at it more systematically.

S COLONTL BOWER: Yes, I think thnt’s the thing to
stress. In a'lot ef these thirgs you can't get technienl
date and without tcchnical dntu you oxn't get o technical
Answer vory wcll

MAJOR'GENERAL SAMFORD:  Maybe T have a thoupght
that might help in answerding thnt problem, When we started
to sny this.ds an oblipntion we must learn more ahout, we
thought initially thnt we ceuld learn semething from volume
of reports. We say we want all the roports we can get oand
then sce that through that volume mnybe we can make a pattern,
I think we'rce beglnning to belicve now that the things which
ve can scnse from volume nre not ncceasarily the things which
we vulue In othér words, volume can come {rom many different
things.. "It con come from external stlmulus, It can come from
An unusual oppnrtunity., It cun come from such a varicty of
menningless things so that tht velume of reports 1is net going
to be our answer. We have thought we'd get thoustads und
" thousands of reporta and out of these we will develop something
that has pnttern. We're,now becoming convinced thit only
through bBetter reports with equipment or with a trained
reporter specifically attempting to repert the vilunble things
about thesc 1tems are we likely to prcduce waterinl that is
sultable grist fcer n sclentific anelyasis,  The stufl we have
now hasn't ensugh ment en its bhores to interest sclentific
people,-

THE PRESS: Well, General, would you say n qualified
observer would be the pllot from New Castle -- I believe his
name wos Lieutenant Patterson -- who got wlthin what he

) eqtimnted was two mlles of this object last Saturday? Have
/you questioned him?

#
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MAJOR GENERAL SAMTORD Oe has no measurement that
you enan put in Jcientiric hands. S CL ,

TITE Hmﬂo(\. well, n-th(xr ‘thqn hif‘ (‘y(‘ a3 a pilotq

_ MAJCR GENER“L SAMFORD: 'He snys -- 1f the quality of
the obsgrver 1s that of secing something, he wns o qualificd
obascrver., If the qQuality s monsuring sopething, he 1s not a
qualified obaerver.

THR PRESS: Wecll, the recason I'd 1mpliod that he'd
be .qualified 1s he wan probably cnnccntrating with nll of his
intensity upon this objeet that he wns pursuing, Iic must have
been thinking about 1t pretty intensely; theréforc, can probably
glve you some protty good : informﬂtion. Have you quuntionpd him
aboyt 1t? - : .

MAJGR GENERAL SAMFORD: Ycs, Me had motive;. he had
dircetion; he had interest; he had opportunity. But he had no
measuring devices to mensurc this thing, or these things that
need to. have méasurcment before 1t cyn become anything other
thon o sighting. ‘ :

THE TRESS: Well, do you vxplain his sighting on the
basis of this heut Inversion theory tma, now?

MAJOR. GENFRAL SAMFORD: Not.necessarily. That very
1ikely 1o one that sits apart and says inquifioicnt ‘measurement,
insufficlent nssocintion with other ‘things, insufficicnt insuf-
ficient associntion with other probabilitics fer 1t to do nny
more than to Join that group of’ aighfing that wv'qttWL hold
in front of us as saying no. ,

| OHE PROSS: Hoon't he ndnitted that *ho < shb have
been n ground light thet he was‘lOﬁking nt?
lght the

MAJOR GENFRAL SAMFORD: I dOn'f deen . tta T --

TAE TRESS: Well, have you foomrl any cor.czlon as
n result of interrogating this pilow? o

MAJOR ‘GENERAL SAMFORD: None other thon that this 1s
another one of the thousnnd or two thousand sightings. .

TITE PRESS:  General, this fellow that 2lmost flew
into the geournd, did he go around a coraci s 1f on o bent
—return? What were the circumstances of that flight? .
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MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Did I get the information of
the ground lock-on fram you, James?

CAPTAIN JAMES: Yes, sir; you did. .
MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Would you nnswer the question?
CAPTAIN JAMES: I'm serry. ' I didn't henr it.

THE FRESS: D1d he lock on a reflected fmage, go
around the corner, and go down to the ground? Was that the
pattern?

CAPTAIN JAMFS: Yes; that's truc. That was the
pattern, ond he did thnt three times nnd each time it led
him to the same point on the ground

TOE PRES3: Captnin, whut nbout the man who snw
four lights, Saturdidy night?

CATTAIN JAMES: Well, I'll have to nsk Captain
Ruppelt to cexplain the lights. ‘ )

THE PRESS: General --

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Therc’s thils difficulty.
May I make this otatement? I was trying to -- let's take
any one of these reperts nnd pull it out and say, '"Well, what
18 the mecaning of thet one riport?" None of these things in
the period of our entlre experience with them hng had nny
validity on {ts own. The only thing thnt we hope for 15 to
find enough osimilarity in sequence of these things so that
you can begin to pull something out. There is no valldity
in them as individunl sightings tp mean any particular thing.

. THE PRESS: General, did you notice in all of your,
say, twenty per cent of the inexplainable reports n consistency
as to oolor, size, or speed, estimnted specd?
MAJOR GENERAL 3AMFORD: None whntsoever,
: THE FRESS: None whatsocver? #
o ' MAJOR' GENERAL SAMFORD: No.

" THE FRESS: Have you ever tracked the speed by radar
& of any particulnr obJect that you can explain?
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© MAJOR GENERAL SAMFOﬁl:: There have been wany radar
reports glving speed. :

THE FRESS:  What dld they range from; sir?
MAJOR GENERAL.SAMFORD: They run from zero to

¥ - B

THE PRD%S: Gcnerul, hnw do you cxplnin-this cnse,

‘now7' The CAA, ns I understpnd the story, after pleking up

these objects on the radar, also got this Capltal Alrlines
pilot named Plerman on thelr radar as he wis golng eut west
and, o3 the Senior Controller teold me, he suild whenever a
blip, one of the unidentified blips, appearcd anywhere mear
Pierman's plane, he would canll Plerman en the radio nnd say,
"You have traffic at two o'clock.nbout three miles," and
Plerman, in return, would look to-'thc¢ glven range and bearing
and say, "I gee 1t., I scc the light!”

THE PRESS: Happy New Yenr! (Laughtex)

THE PRESS: Plermun described it as o light that
wns zooming and all such things and this wns donc not once

but Barnea told me he Inastructed -him on'that target three

times and then, Saturday night, this past Saturday night,

‘when they all saw all thesce blips, Barnes vectored nt least

a hnlf dozen nirline pllets and plancs into theee things and
they all reported seeing lights,

»

THE PRT:o. Muhy df'them d1dn't nee them, nccording
to Barmes. : i : ' :

< . ] C . ’ :
THE PRESS: Yes. Many of them didn't sce them, but

,then some did. PR

MAJO}.VGENERAL.SAMFORD:’ T can't expla»in that,

THE TRESS:¢ Well, how do- you explain this directing?
Is that autoauggcstion or --

- MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD I can't explain 1t at all,
I think naybe -- -

- . THE FRE3S: Have you.investigated that phnse of
this thing, this vcctoring the planes into that?

MAJOR,GENERAL SAMFORD: You can inVLstigate, but
ape technique of investignting a process of mind-reading,



for example, or the technique of investignting the process of
mesmerlsm. You can say will you investigate those¢ things? I
think probably we know no more about mind-reading than the
technique of investigating thaot or the technique of investi-
gating evidences of spiritunlism than we do-about thesce flelds
but for many years the- fleld of spiritunlism had these same
thinge in 1t in which completely ecompetent credituble observers
reported incredible thingas. I don't mean teo say that this 1s
that sort of thing, but it's an LYPlﬂﬂﬂtion of an 1nability to
explain nnd that 13 with us.

THE FTRESS: GCenercl, I understand that the wavelength
of the radar has somcthing to de with what 1t cen pilek up In the
way of phenonicna. Were these relatively low or relatlvely high
“wovelenglh radar?

MAJOR GENBRAL SAMIPORD: - I couldn't say and I don't
know whether Cavhnin James cen or not, but I'd like to have him
have the opportunity.

14
»

‘ CAPTAIN JAMES: These were roelatively high frequency
or short wnvelongth. - Nowever, the same effect can be observed
on long wavelength ejulpment with differing degrees.

THE PRESS: You say very short wavelength?

CAPTAIN JAMES ‘In this cusv,'ynq

THE PRESS: Thoy were dosigned for different purposes?
. MAJUR GTNERAL’:AMTORD‘ vag sir.

THE PRESS: Genornl why has thu Alr Force refused
to disclose the subastance of Cuptnin Mantell's ailr-ground
'conversationn before he diod? Do you remember that case?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Well, T don't know enough

about 1t to say what was sald or whnt some rensong were,
: o P

. THEE PREoS Well, a prpular bjok made quite a point
of. that, that the Alr Torce was helding back on that because
1t to¥l %he true nature of the saucer, that he had appronched
_ 1t and --
o ‘ MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: Well I wish that that were
Tt ue, that he d1d: say something that had ‘enough substance in
"for use. I haven't the slightest idea what he said.
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THE PRESS: Are you withholding any information
nbout these so-called --

MAJOR CPNEWAL SAMFORD: Are we now?
. THE szss: Yes. 'Is onything --

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: There is one thing that we
have nsked that our -- some of our Informers have asked -- I
don't like the word "informer" elther -- reporters hnd asked --

THE PRE33: We don't like that word elther.

: MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I like the word. Reporter
18 nll right. But many people are rcticent chout reporting
these things 1f thelr names are mentioned because they nre
frequently looked on hy others as belng publiclty seekers or
maybe people will nvoid them nnd go on the other side of the
atreet for awhile (laughter), as they ask us to not sny who
made this report and gometimes infsarmatlion 1s recelved thnt
denls with the eredibllity of o reporter saying he's drunk
all the time or he never did do anything but lic. . (Laughter).
Well, those things we got are not revecled, but in co far ns
the qtntgment of what they snw, when and where they saw it,
the uensurcments thut they took such as they were, we are not
withhelding any of thnt datq,

THE FRESS: How about your interpretution of what
they reported?

. MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORE: Well, we're trylng to say
as much as we can on that today and admit that the boarrier of
understanding on all »f this is not one that we brenk.

_THE PRE3S: General, have you ovcr sald flatly that
these nru not mnchinuq that the United States has made or s
developing?

WU@%@WMMLSMW@W: mthM}ﬂmﬁ

THE FRESS: Have you snid this aftgrnoon that these
are not mnchines or weapons that thc United S¥ates is developing?

. MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: I would say that these that
we have beén speaking about in this locality are definitely not.
#owever, many reports that we have receilved and we'!ve been able
to correlate and put in their place we have been able to do so
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through association with an activity we had somewhere, o Jet
alrcraft line, a missile, certain balloens. We could say,
well, the report probably was assoclated with this thing
vhich we've done, but in so far as what you are thinking
about in this locality --

THE FRESS: These are not missiles or rockets?

-

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: ~-- there 1is nothing.

THE PRES3: Well, General, could you turn that over
n little bit? A lot of people keep saying that all this talk
is a cover-up and that saucers ore really the result of some
experiments the United States, elther the Alr Force or Atomie
Energy, 18 c¢arrylng on. Can you mnke o flat statement and aay
that these unexplained flying saucer manifestations are not
the result of any American weapon or other experimentation or
test?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD; I'd say thnt those that we
categorize ns wnexplained or unidentified have gone through
the process of trying to nssocinte them with something we were
. doing and when we fail-to associnte them with something we're
doing, we say that is one other clue that ran to nothing. Now,
to say that sightings everywhere are -- none of them could
possibly be associated with what the United States 1s doing,
isn't quite true becausc we know that a particular Jet fighter
Jhas been flying in a certain aren; somebody has reported thus
and thus and thus, and we get those two things tégcther and
we say something that we were doing caused that report. As
General Ramey saild o minute ago, there is a fair degree of
probability that two flghters locked on each other and saw
and received senses. That was certainly something we were
doing that caused those two reporta.

' THE PREGS: Whnt I was aiming ot was this popular
feeling -- : ‘

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD:  Of mystery?
THE PRESS: -- -of mystery, of something, that it's

somg very highly secret new weapon that ve 're workin.; -
that's causing all this.

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: We have nothirg in-+* has no T
mass ond 1Alinigedopowér! (Laughter)
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THE PRESS: Gonprdl somebody nsked you before how
much money you'd spent on thi" investigution since the start.
How much have you spent on 1it?

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORP: It's very slight., I don't
know, . :

, THE PRESS: Generanl, in connection with withholding
1nformation, I'd like to ask Genercl Roamey a question. That 1s,
how many times have fighter plenes been brought down over the

"Wnshington area in the last couple of weeks to ianStiﬁﬁtC

ruports of flying objects?

MAJOR GENERAL RAMEY: That's o matter of record --
thre@, T believe. I think two flights .ene night and one flight

'u&tUrduy night. I don't remember the night the other two were

. up. I think there have been six sorties.

THE PRESG: One Tlight the first Saturdey night oand
ﬁwoAflimhtr - .. ‘ .

MAJOR GENERAL RAMEY: In thils immedinte arca, yes.

‘ WL have alrplnnes that investignte varloun reports all over

tho rountrj or plncas where we hnve thoese fiphtorq but -~

THE PHF)Q I thought the nir Force hud snid that

‘1t couldn’t send any fighters up because 1t didn't have them.

MAJOR GENERAL RAMEY: No. T den't believe 1t sald
that'. ‘

THE PRESS: The first night.
THE PRESS: How about -~ 1last night, Genernl?

'MAJOR GENFR{L RAMEY: Ne; there were no fighters
up last night,

THE PRESS: che there fighters sent in here from
New Castle on both those Saturdny nights in question?

' MAJOR GENFRAL RAMEY: That's right; yes.

THE FRES3:; Last night, was that becnuse of lack of

‘a track? ‘ L

MAJOR GENERAL RAMEY: Lack of a track.
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THE PRESS: General, nare sightings from military
personnel made public generally, or are they --

MAJOR GENERAL SAMFORD: There's no reason why they
shouldn't be.

»

THE FRESS: Thank you, Genernl, Thank you.

+ . « The confecrence was concluded at 5:20 p. m.

.
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. \WQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
: WASHINGTON 25, De Co

AFOIN

/‘é}MCRANDUM FGR: ALL DIRBCTCRS OF INTELLIOCENCE, MAJCR AIR COMMANDS
' ALL ATR ATTACHES

COMMANDING CFFICER, 11L42D SPECIAL ACTIVITIES SQUADRON
SUBJECT: Protection Againot Public Release of Sensitive Subject Matter

1. Reference is made tog

. 8. Dirsctorate of Intelligence Policy letter No. 205-1, dated
17 July 1952,

, b,
22 July 1952, -

2. 0n 29 and 30 July personnel of various Air Force intelligence
activities participated in public press conferences and radio broadcasts
Lo answor quastions relative to unidsantified aerial phencmena,

3. This participation, contrary to stated AFOIN policy, was directed
by compatent authority, for campetent reasons, It does not indicate any
chinge in the policy stated in references a and b above,

BY COMMAND OF THE CHIFF O STAFF:

Major General, USAF
Director of Intaslligerce

Directorate of Imtelligence Policy letter No. 205-2, dated

* JEPARTMENT (F THE ATR FORCE

1 August 1952
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